248           ABDUL BAHA IN EGYPT

is attending to all the innumerable duties which are laid
on his shoulders.

RAMLEH, EGYPT, AUGUST 28, 1913.

1. The life of the East and the West and of how the
Bahai Movement unites them. 2. Abdul Baha writes on
the future condition of women.

1. The Life of the East and the West and of How the
Bahai Movement Unites Them

The spiritual life of the East is calm and uplifting. It
has a celestial outlook. It purifies one's aims. It en-
nobles the character. It changes the satan into the angel.
There is a subtle influence in this life which works like
magic over the hearts of men. It steadies the nerves,
confers an equipoise, intensifies spiritual feelings and be-
stows mental calmness and serenity. The realization of
the power of faith and prayer dawns upon the mind; the
divine Presence is felt as never before and the holy light
breaks upon the dark chambers of the heart. Those who
have lived in the East and have experienced this feeling
cannot describe it in words. It is a fire the flame of
which sets aglow many hearts, and which inspires the
imagination with pictures of heavenly attributes.

While the life of the East on the one hand is sweetly
contemplative, the life of the West is energetically active;
the former is a calm river, the latter a rushing cyclone.
One interprets life subjectively, the other elucidates it
objectively. The Bahai Movement establishes a balance
between the two poles. The materialism of the Occident
is imbued with spirit and the unproductive mysticism of
the Orient is discountenanced when work is constituted
as worship. Thus the Bahai Cause is in a position to